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Window Requirements 
2015 International Residential Code 

Installation of new or replacement windows does not require updating of smoke/CO detectors. 

Installation of replacement windows without structural changes shall not reduce the clear opening size 

of a required egress window. 

Tempered Glass 

Glazing with 60" of the floor and within 24" of either vertical edge of a door 
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SAFETY GLAZING REQUIRED 
F OR AU. P ANE LS WITH 
EXPOSED EDGES LESS 
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Glazing within 18" of the floor AND larger than 9 sq. ft . 
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SAFETY GLAZING REQUIRED 
FOR ALL PANELS WITH 
EXPOSED EDGES LESS THAN 
60 IN. ABOVE WALKING 
SVRF.-..CE 

Glazing within 60" of the floor and within 60" horizontally in any direction from a tub or shower 

Glazing within 60" vertically of the walking surface in any stairway, including intermediate landings 

in stairways 

Glazing within 60" of the floor and 60" horizontally in any direction from the bottom riser of a 

stairway. 
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Window Fall Protection 

Operable windows with an interior sill height less than 24" above the floor and exterior height 

greater than 72" to grade below shall be equipped with an opening control device capable of 

reducing the window opening to less than 4". Releasing the control device shall provide full clear 

opening required for emergency escape and rescue ("egress") if required. 


